
 

Innovation and Emerging Technologies 
GigaOM ATL Meetup 
Thurs. Oct. 10, 2013 – 5:30 – 8:30pm 
The Biltmore (817 W. Peachtree Street, NW) 

HOW LEADING ORGANIZATIONS ARE CAPITALIZING ON EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 
Often described as a "tsunami," the cloud, big data, connected devices, and other emerging technologies are sweeping 
across industries, forcing companies to adapt and innovate to compete with more agile startups. 
Join us for an engaging and informative evening of discussions led by GigaOm research analysts.  Executives from 
leading global companies (AT&T, Coca-Cola, Flextronics, Georgia-Pacific, Turner Broadcasting) and seasoned 
entrepreneurs (IdeaString, ATDC, Atlanta Tech Village) will discuss how their organizations are "innovating innovation," 
partnering with startups and accelerators, and even embracing lean, agile and other principles to compete more 
effectively and avoid being disrupted. 
5:30pm REGISTRATION AND RECEPTION 
6:00pm WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 

Scott Henderson, Executive Director, Hypepotamus 
Stacey Higginbotham, Senior Writer, GigaOM 

6:15 – 6:35pm INNOVATING INNOVATION 
In this Fireside Chat, learn how the Coca-Cola Company is embracing new approaches to learn fast, 
accelerate innovation and remain the market leader around the globe 
Speaker: 
David Butler, VP Innovation, The Coca-Cola Company 
Moderated by: 
Dr. Phil Hendrix, Director, immr and Analyst, GigaOM Research 

6:35 – 6:45pm EVENT PARTNERS 
ATDC, Atlanta Tech Village, ATP, Metro Atlanta Chamber, SSA, Venture Atlanta, WTF 

6:45 – 7:15pm CAPITALIZING ON EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 
Executives on the forefront of technology discuss how connected devices, the cloud, big data and 
other emerging technologies are disrupting industries and creating opportunities for innovators. 
Speakers: 
Chris Penrose, SVP, Emerging Devices, AT&T 
Kenji Takeuchi, VP, Products and Technology, Flextronics 
Rhonda Lowry, VP, Emerging Social Web Technologies, Turner Broadcasting System (TBS) 
Moderated by: 
Stacey Higginbotham, Senior Writer, GigaOM 

7:15 – 7:20pm TAG INNOVATION INITIATIVES – Tony Cooper, Sr. Director, Strategic Communications & 
Technology Evangelist, TAG 

7:20 – 7:55pm WHAT ENTERPRISES CAN LEARN FROM STARTUPS 
Hear how global companies are engaging with startups, collaborating with accelerators, and 
embracing lean startup thinking 
Speakers: 
Genevieve Bos, Co-founder and CEO, IdeaString 
Jamie Barden, VP New Category Development, Georgia-Pacific 
Johnson Cook, Co-founder and Managing Director, Atlanta Tech Village 
Mike Hersh, General Manager, ATDC 
Moderated by: 
Dr. Phil Hendrix, Director, immr and Analyst, GigaOM Research 

7:55 – 8:00pm CLOSING REMARKS 

Register at http://atlantameetupevent.eventbrite.com/ 

REGISTRATION IS FREE, BUT RSVP REQUIRED AS SEATING IS LIMITED 

http://atlantameetupevent.eventbrite.com/
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Innovation and Emerging Technologies 
GigaOM ATL Meetup Speakers 
Atlanta – Oct. 10, 2013  

INNOVATING INNOVATION 
 David Butler, VP Innovation, The Coca-Cola Company – David is responsible for leading the 

strategy and developing the capabilities needed to create sustainable innovation across the 
Coca-Cola Company. David joined the Company in January, 2004 as Vice President, Global 
Design and has led the design thinking for some of the world’s most loved and valuable brands. 
In 2009, David was recognized by Fast Company as a “Master of Design,” building on the 
Company’s 100-year legacy as a leader in leveraging the power of design to drive innovation and 
sustainable growth for its business. David is a member of the World Economic Forum’s Global 
Agenda Council on Design Innovation. David’s career experience includes leading brand, product 
and experience design with numerous Fortune 100 companies. He is a frequent lecturer and 
strong advocate for design education. 

PANEL – CAPITALIZING ON EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 

 
Chris Penrose, SVP, Emerging Devices, AT&T – Chris leads a team responsible for connecting 
AT&T's wireless network to devices in the automotive, mobile computing, mHealth and consumer 
electronics industries.  With more than two decades of experience with AT&T and its predecessor 
companies, Penrose has expertise in strategic planning, new product development, sales, 
marketing, distribution planning and customer service. Prior to this role, Penrose was Vice 
President/General Manager of AT&T's South Texas Market, where he had complete P&L 
responsibility for both wireline and wireless products. He held a similar position with AT&T in 
Virginia and West Virginia. Penrose earned a Bachelor in Science in Marketing and a Masters in 
Business Administration from Indiana University. He is active in the community, having served on 
the boards of directors of Junior Achievement, the University of Texas at San Antonio, the North 
Texas Chamber of Commerce and the San Antonio Sports Foundation. 

 
Kenji Takeuchi, VP, Products and Technology, Flextronics - Kenji Takeuchi leads Products and 
Technology Management for the Flextronics Connectivity business.  Flextronics is A global leader 
in design, manufacturing and end-to-end supply chain solutions with $24 billion in sales, operating 
in more than 30 countries and across four continents. Kenji has extensive experience in connected 
home and digital multimedia product design and development. Before joining Flextronics, Kenji 
founded and successfully exited high tech startup companies. He has worked with leading 
technology companies, including Cisco/Scientific-Atlanta, Nagravision, and Iomega. Kenji has a 
Bachelor degree from Georgia Tech and a Masters in Engineering from U.C. Berkeley. 

 

Rhonda Lowry, VP, Emerging Social Web Technologies, Turner Broadcasting System (TBS).  
Rhonda is a media and technology strategist and the company’s resource for understanding 
emerging digital and mobile technologies and trends to extend and enrich the consumer 
experience. Lowry is based in Atlanta and reports to Scott Teissler, chief technology and digital 
strategy officer. Previously, Lowry was vice president, New Products Group and led the 
development of several key digital business innovations. She led technical program management 
and system development teams for major digital initiatives across a wide portfolio including: CNN 
broadcast and digital news production and archive systems; new digital offerings, such as CNN 
Pipeline; as well as numerous web systems and publishing services for the CNN, NASCAR, Turner 
Entertainment and Sports Illustrated web properties. 

  



PANEL – WHAT ENTERPRISES CAN LEARN FROM STARTUPS 

 Genevieve Bos, Co-founder and CEO, IdeaString. Genevieve is a successful technology entrepreneur, 
professional speaker, business leader and media mogul who has been featured in Forbes, CBS Good Morning, 
NBC, CNBC, WE TV and CNN. Genevieve’s insights are based on a multi-national career delivering results in 
such diverse cultures as the US, Brazil, Europe, the Middle East and Asia. Genevieve’s mission to help elevate 
the performance, connectivity, innovation and satisfaction inside the globe’s top companies to help them 
deliver positive bottom-line results. Most recently she co-founded and is an owner of PINK magazine – think 
“Fortune meets Oprah” Under her leadership, readership of the total circulation grew to over 650,000 in two 
years and won multiple national industry awards and now the website continues to positively impact millions 
of professional women.  

 Jamie Barden, VP New Category Development, Georgia-Pacific. Global operating & management executive 
who has held leadership roles in Fortune 100, Mid-Market, and VC & PE backed growth companies in the 
Consumer Goods, Management Consulting, Technology/Ecommerce, Manufacturing, Beverage, and 
Restaurant industries.  Previously, Jamie was a Director with Director, Alvarez & Marsal.  He has also served 
as an EIR for ATDC and as CEO, COO, Consultant and Interim Management to VC & PE Backed Growth 
Companies.  Georgia-Pacific is one of the world's leading manufacturers and marketers of tissue, packaging, 
paper, pulp, building products and related chemicals with nearly 35,000 employees worldwide. Georgia-
Pacific is an independently managed and operated company of Koch Industries, Inc., a private company 
headquartered in Wichita, Kan. 

 Johnson Cook, Co-founder and Managing Director, Atlanta Tech Village and Atlanta Tech the Atlanta 
Ventures Accelerator.  Investor in awesome tech startups via Atlanta Ventures. I give elbow grease to our 
investments and programs, including the Atlanta Ventures Accelerator. I’m active in the Atlanta startup 
community, including a challenging and exhilarating responsibility building the awesome Atlanta Tech Village. 
Previously the Founder of Quench Network (2012), Peach New Media (2009), and Impact Media Solutions 
(2001). A dad of 3 delicious kiddos, husband of 12 years, addicted but slow runner, general aviation pilot, 
occasional swimmer, medium-to-poor golfer, very amateur musician (piano), and seeker of entrepreneurial 
energy. I love to be around it. I love to take it in, and I love to share it. 

 Mike Hersh, General Manager, ATDC (The Advanced Technology Development Center. He has spent the past 
30 years innovating and reinventing the way companies develop products and acquire customers that has 
resulted in viable and profitable business. His background has focused on the software and financial services 
sectors, but has also worked with manufacturers, environmental engineering, telecommunications and the 
health care companies. n his new role as ATDC General Manager – which started in early August – Hersh is 
charged with leading all of the activities for the internationally recognized business incubator.  Founded in 
1980, ATDC has graduated more than 150 companies which, combined with current members, have raised 
over two billion dollars in outside financing and created thousands of jobs in Georgia. 

GIGAOM 

 Dr. Phil Hendrix – Founder and Director, immr and Analyst, GigaOM Research. Dr. Phil Hendrix is the founder 
and director of immr and an analyst with GigaOm Pro, specializing in market opportunities for disruptive new 
products and services. Utilizing innovative research methods, Dr. Hendrix helps clients identify and verify 
customer needs, develop compelling solutions and find the sweet spot that spurs adoption.  Within the 
digital landscape, Phil focuses on the intersection of mobile, location and social (SoLoMo), M-commerce and 
mobile payments. Before founding immr, Phil was a partner with DiamondCluster (now PwC strategy group) 
and principal with Mercer Management Consulting (now Oliver Wyman). Previously, he was a professor at 
Emory University and the University of Michigan, where he also received his PhD. 

 Stacey Higginbotham – Senior Writer, GigaOM Stacey is happy when immersed in SEC filings, tech specs or 
poking through a data center. She has spent the last 11 years covering technology and finance for 
publications such as The Deal, the Austin Business Journal, The Bond Buyer and BusinessWeek, and works 
remotely from Austin, Texas. At GigaOM, Stacey covers broadband, data center infrastructure, policy and 
regulation, and entrepreneurs/startups, and is particularly excited to discover news ways technology is 
changing the world. 

 


